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Design Stage Coming to a Close
The year-long process of developing the designs for 
ReNuAL’s new buildings is nearing completion. After 
the conceptual designs for new Insect Pest Control 
Laboratory (IPCL), Flexible Modular Laboratory (FML) 
and Dosimetry Laboratory bunker were reviewed and 
validated by a panel of external experts in February, the 
detailed design of these buildings began in March. 

Through a competitive and successful procurement 
process, a contractor was hired to prepare the designs at 
a lower cost than was budgeted for. The designs will be 
completed at the end of August and will be the end product 
of a year of intensive work carried out under substantial 
time pressure. The designs will identify the types and 
amounts of each material to be used, and will provide 
the final cost estimates, +/- 10%. This information will be 
used to procure construction services for the buildings to 
move the project into the construction stage. 

Nearing a Fundraising Milestone 
ReNuAL will soon pass the halfway mark in reaching 
its target budget of €31 million. Several contributions 
have been announced in recent months, with the Non-
Proliferation Treaty Review Conference that took place in 
New York in April and May serving as a catalyst for these 
new commitments. 

At the conference, Japan and the United States of 
America each announced contributions of US $2 million 
to the project, which build significantly on contributions 
both have already made. Also at the conference, 
Australia announced a contribution of €250 000 that it 
soon followed with a further €350 000 in early July. In 
May, Israel made a contribution of €10 000, and during 
the June meeting of the Board of Governors Norway 
announced a contribution of NOK 1 000 000. 

These commitments increase to 12 the number of 
Member States that have made a cash contribution 
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to ReNuAL. Once all contributions are received and 
converted to euros, the total in cash contributions raised 
will reach approximately €8.3 million of the €20.6 million in 
extrabudgetary funds called for by the ReNuAL strategy.  

If the Agency’s 2016-2017 Programme and Budget is 
approved in September by the General Conference, an 
additional €5 million in total in regular budget funds will 
be allocated to the project for these two years. This would 
add to the €5.4 million in regular budget funds allocated 
in total in 2014 and 2015. With €10.4 million in regular 
budget funds allocated, and roughly €8.3 million raised 
in extrabudgetary funds, the total funding for the project 
would exceed €18 million. This would bring ReNuAL 
more than halfway to its €31 million target and represent 
an important milestone. It is hoped that additional 
extrabudgetary contributions will be announced before 
or during the General Conference to add to this total. 

Start of Construction Rapidly 
Approaching
Though all required funds for ReNuAL were not raised 
by the 30 June 2015 target date, which makes full 
completion of the project by December 2017 unlikely, 
construction will begin in 2015 to ensure at least partial 
completion by the December 2017 deadline.  

The funds projected to be available for construction as 
of September may be sufficient to begin construction of 
both the new site infrastructure that is required to support 
the operations of the IPCL and FML, and one of these 
buildings. The availability of these funds in September 
would ensure the completion of these two elements by 
the end of 2017. 

As there are currently sufficient funds for the new 
infrastructure, procurement for this work has already 
begun, with work on site to start in September 2015. 
This will be the start of construction under ReNuAL and 
represents another significant project milestone.

The decision of which building to construct first will depend 
upon the final cost estimates that are provided in late 
August, the total funding available as of September, and 

any other relevant considerations. It is possible that there 
will be a gap in the funding required for construction of 
the selected building, though this cannot be known before 
the final estimates are available. If there is a gap, then 
additional contributions during the General Conference in 
September will play a decisive role in the project’s ability 
to deliver at least one building by December 2017. If all 
needed funds are available in September, construction of 
the selected building will begin in early 2016.

While construction begins and moves forward, fundraising 
for the remaining elements of ReNuAL will continue and 
these elements will be implemented as funds become 
available.

Biosafety Level 3 Operations Set 
to Begin
In March, the Austrian government announced at the 
IAEA’s Board of Governors meeting that an agreement 
had been reached for the IAEA to access a biosafety level 
3 laboratory (BSL3) recently built by Austria’s Agency for 
Health and Food Safety (AGES in German) in Mödling. 
The IAEA’s Animal Health and Production Laboratory will 
have full and exclusive access to this facility to implement 
activities related to the control of transboundary animal 
and zoonotic diseases, including training, with operations 
scheduled to begin on 1 August.

While these new capabilities will significantly enhance the 
IAEA’s ability to support Member States in this area, the 
IAEA and Austrian authorities will continue consultations 

over the possibility of constructing an IAEA-owned 
extension to the facility in the future. Also in the March 
meeting, the Austrian government announced the offer of 
a package of land, infrastructure and technical services 
it values at €2 million to support construction of such a 
facility.  

Current Project Schedule

The BSL3 facility in Mödling will enable the IAEA to better assist 
Member States in controlling diseases like peste de petits ruminants, 
which affects thousands of goats like these each year and causes 
annual economic losses estimated at US $1.4 billion.

ReNuAL is an initiative to modernize aging laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria that are managed by the IAEA’s Department of Nuclear Science and Applications. 
These laboratories strengthen Member States’ capacities to use nuclear and related techniques in food and agriculture, human health, the environment, and 
scientific instrumentation. For further information on ReNuAL, please go to: www-naweb.iaea.org/na/renual. Email: nuclearapplications@iaea.org.


